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Gray Wolf Chronology in M ontana

Wolves are common throughout Montana.

Wolf-bounty law initiates Montanas official eradiwm effort.

Federal authorities begin wolf control in the West.

Wolf populations eliminated from most of the West.

Gray wolf believed extinct in Montana although wedvand wolf sign still occasionally observed.

Wolves still seen in Wyoming, Montana, and Idahoasionally but no self-sustaining breeding
documented; wolves, likely dispersing from Canaudae,killed in Montana and Idaho in every decade
through 2000.

Montana protects wolves as state endangered species

Wolves protected under federal Endangered SpeatsfA973.

A wolf is monitored in British Columbia, just nortf Glacier National Park.

A lone wolf kills livestock near Big Sandy, Montaaad is killed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servic
This is Montana’s first documented wolf depredaiiomore than 50 years.

A wolf den is confirmed in Glacier National Parkhé Magic Pack establishes a territory in the Né&xirk
Flathead River valley, in the western portion cd€¢r National Park.

A pack denned on the Blackfeet Reservation, butveasliscovered until 1987 when they began to
depredate on livestock.

Camas Pack established in the North Fork of thth&tal River valley in Glacier National Park.
First livestock depredation occurs on the Blackfeservation.

The U.S. Congress establishes a Wolf Managemenn@itee to recommend wolf recovery strategies for
Yellowstone National Park and central Idaho.

Congress directs the US Fish and Wildlife Servicprepare a Draft Environmental Impact Statement on
wolf recovery in Yellowstone National Park and c¢ahtdaho.
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An estimated 45 wolves in five packs occupy theefatiNorthwestern Montana Recovery Area. One pack
establishes west of Helena, founded by a femaléwltth disperesed from Canada.

Federal EIS on the reintroduction of wolves intdldestone National Park and central Idaho completed
Wolves to be reintroduced into Yellowstone NatioRalk and central Idaho for three to five yearseund
the Endangered Species Acts experimental, non-siseres that grant additional management fldiibi
Wolf recovery is defined as 30 breeding pairs--dntamale and an adult female raising two or marpsp
to Dec. 31--in Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming for éhseiccessive years.

Fifteen wolves from four packs captured in Canagar@located to Yellowstone National Park and 17
individual wolves are released in central Idaho.

Yellowstone National Park receives 17 more wolvesnfCanada and 10 wolf pups from a depredating
pack in northwestern Montana. Twenty wolves areasd in central Idahos' pups are born in the wild.

Governors of Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming renew@/I@emorandum of Understanding to coordinate
public involvement to pursue plans to manage avexem wolf population in the northern Rockies amd t
assure a timely delisting.

Montana Governor Marc Racicot appoints 12 Montatizens to the Montana Wolf Management
Advisory Council. The council, chaired by ranchdra€e Hibbard of Helena, is charged to advise Mantan
Fish, Wildlife & Parks on wolf management in arpaifion of the wolf's delisting.

US Fish and Wildlife Service determines there &d2eding pair in the tri-state Rocky Mountain
Recovery Area, marking 2000 as the first year efttiree-year countdown to meet wolf population
recovery goals.

An estimated 97 wolves in 8 breeding pairs are tamiim Montana.

Montana Wolf Management Advisory Council presetgdieport to the Governor to Governor Judy Martz,
who directs MFWP to draft wolf conservation and agement planning document.

Montana Legislature removes the gray wolf from Mara's list of predatory species once the wolf is
delisted. Upon delisting, wolves will be legallyclassified in Montana as species in need of managem
New law includes provisions for the defense of éifel private property when a wolf is attackinglitkd,

or threatening to kill a person, or livestock.

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Park’s draft of the Mont@olf Conservation and Management Planning
Document is reviewed, amended and approved by thadna Wolf Management Advisory Council.

An estimated 35 breeding pair, in 51 packs, aretalin the tri-state Rocky Mountain Recovery Area,
totaling about 550 wolves. The US Fish and WildSfervice determines 2001 is second year of thethre
year countdown to trigger an official proposal &ist the wolf.

An estimated 123 wolves in 7 breeding pairs arentamlin Montana.

Montana Wolf Conservation and Management Plannioguinent is released in January. Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks begins to develop an environemitgbact statement (EIS) on the state management of
wolves. The public is invited to participate at coanity work sessions around the state and asked to
identify issues and help develop management aligasa



e Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks develops draft EI8hwfive alternatives.

e An estimated 43 breeding pairs are counted inrtfeate Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery Area, totalin
about 663 wolves. The US Fish and Wildlife Sende¢ermines 2002 is the third year of the three-year
countdown to trigger official proposal to delisétivolves.

» U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announces that thehern Rockies gray wolf population has achieved
biological recovery under the federal Endangereects Act.

* An estimated 183 wolves in 17 breeding pairs atstad in Montana.

* Montana’s EIS process includes a 60-day public cenmtrperiod and statewide community work sessions.
The final EIS recommends the adoption of the "upda&buncil” alternative. The Montana Fish, Wildlif
& Parks Commission approves the adoption of théepred alternative — the Council’s Update.

»  State conservation and management plans complgtetI'blD, and WY and submitted to USFWS.

» States of Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming request fupftom Congress.

» U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service expected to begm dffficial administrative process of delisting gray
wolves in the northern Rockies.

* Anestimated 761 wolves in 51 breeding pairs atstad in the tri-state Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery
Area at the end of the year.

* An estimated 182 wolves in 10 breeding pairs atstad in Montana.

« U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service approves state manant plans from Montana and Idaho and rejects
Wyoming’s plan. Delisting is officially delayed tilnthe impasse is resolved.

e Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks and the Montana Figkldlife & Parks Commission approve amending
the Record of Decision to pave the way for intestate participation in northwest Montana through a
limited cooperative agreement.

e In February, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks and UFssh and Wildlife Service complete a cooperative
agreement covering northwest Montana.

* Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks receives federalding and hires staff who begin implementing theesta
plan prior to delisting and in consultation with3J Fish and Wildlife Service.

» Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks begins close cooadion with USDA Wildlife Services to investigatedan
resolve wolf-livestock conflicts.

» An estimated 835 wolves in 66 breeding pairs atstad in the tri-state Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery
Area at the end of the year.

* An estimated 153 wolves in 15 breeding pairs atstad in Montana.

» Wolves in northwest Montana recoveyr area reclessds “endangered” by court order.

» U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service adopts more flexgliggulations [known as 10(j) regulations] for the
experimental population areas of Montana and Idaho.

e Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks and U.S. Fish anddNfie Service complete a cooperative agreement
paving the way for Montana to assume independeahfwhreponsibility for wolf management and
conservation statewide. Montana begins implemgritie state plan to the extent allowed by federal
regulations throughout the state. Funding from. BiSh and Wildlife Service and through special
Congressional appropriations fund Montana Fishdiifd & Park’s wolf team.

* Montanans form a diverse working group of privatzens, non-governmental organizations, and state
and federal agencies to begin developing the Mentawestock Loss Reduction and Mitigation Program.
Work is ongoing.

* An estimated 256 wolves in 19 breeding pairs atstad in Montana.

2006
* Montana implements as much of approved state @amossible and within federal guidelines.
* Funding from U.S. Fish and Widllfie Service and@pkeCongressional appropriations continue.



Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks and USDA Montana Wille Services update an existing interagency
cooperative agreement to include gray wolves

Montana Livestock Loss Reduction and Mititgatiowdgram draft framework completed and draft
legislation is prepared for the 2007 Montana Legiske.

An estimated 316 wolves in 21 breeding pairs atstam in Montana. Distribution continues to be the
western one-third of Montana.

Montana implements as much of approved state @aossible and within federal guidelines.

Funding from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service andaapCongressional appropriations continue.

HB 364 passed the 2007 Montana Legislature, cigpditia Montana Livestock Loss Reduction and
Mitigation Program; Oversight Board is appointedtiy Governor and administrative officer of the Bba
is hired. First Board meeting, fundraising, aneé+mlaking to begin early in 2008.

MFWP proposes a tentative wolf hunting/trappingsseastructure proposal which is approved by the
MFWP Commission, enabling the agency to gatheripa@iolmment. (decision timeline is occurs in 2008).
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposes modificataf the Experimental Rules (10j) to provide aduitl
flexibility to northern Rockies states with apprayalans that applies to the experimental arealsaset
states, respectively.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service approves Wyomingslfimanagement plan and state laws.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposes a NorthHeotkies Distinct Population Segment and to delist
wolves in the northern Rockies in states with appdoplans in February. Two options are presented.
An estimated minimum of 422 wolves in 39 breediagpare counted in Montana. Distribution contmue
to be the western one-third of Montana

Montana implements as much of approved state @amossible and within federal guidelines.

Funding from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service andaapCongressional appropriations continue.

The proposed U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service modificn of the Experimental Rules (10j) to provide
additional flexibility to northern Rockies stateitwapproved plans that applies to the experimearzds
of those states, respectively is published in thaeFal Register in January and took effect lataely.
Became moot from March to July when wolves offigialelisted. Took effect again in mid-July whee th
delisting decision was enjoined. This federal fation is challenged in court and litigation waidl st
ongoing at the end of the year.

MFWP proposes a tentative wolf hunting/trappingss@astructure proposal (in December 2007), gathers
public comment. MFWP Commission approves 2008/2fl8Anial wolf hunting season in February.

In June, MFWP proposed a tentative wolf quotalfierpgossible 2008 wolf season and received public
comment in July.

In June, MFWP also initiated formal rulemaking tiopt rules relating to how the agency will implemnen
lethal control under Montana’s owlf plan and otlassify the gray wolf as a species in need of
management upon delisting. Formal rules adoptettidWIFWP Commission in September. New rules
are effective as of October, but will not be applifee. take effect) until the wolf is delisted.

Montana Livestock Loss Reduction and Mitigation Bbmet twice. The program receivesd a $50,000
grant from Defenders of Wildlife and donations frttme Greater Yellowstone Coalition, the Montana
Cattlemen’s Association, and others. Combinedingmdllows payments to begin in April with the firs
claim. Approximately $83,000 are paid in claims lfeestock that are verified by USDA Wildlife Séces
as having been killed by wolves.

In February, USFWS publishes the final delistinig rsecognizing the NRM DPS and removing it frora th
List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife; Wyonsr2007 regulatory mechanisms were adequate.
Delisting decision took effect March 28.

Twelve parties filed a lawsuit challenging the itifezation and delisting of the NRM DPS on April 28
The plaintiffs also moved to preliminarily enjoimetdelisting.

Oral arguments are heard in May. On July 18, tt& District Court granted the plaintiff's motioorfa
preliminary injunction. The ruling placed the graglf back under the ESA. The NRM DPS wolf



population was officially delisted from March 28&aly 18 and preparations for a 2008 wolf hunting
season were suspended.

In September, USFWS asked the Court to vacatedlistidg rule and remand it back to the agency for
further consideration. The Court agreed on Octdder USFWS re-opens a 30-day public comment period
on the February 2007 delisting proposal specifissaes raised in the preliminary injunction.

USFWS analyzes public comments and expected to malkeision by the end of 2008.

An estimated minimum of 497 wolves in 34 breediagpare counted in Montana. Distribution contsue
to be the western one-third of Montana.



